
BEGINNINGS 
M O M E N T h a s b e e n e i g h t e e n 

mon ths a -borning . T h o s e of us w h o 
have lived wi th it dur ing its gestat ion 
inevitably approach its birth much as 
that of a chi ld: will its f ingers and 
toes be in the proper n u m b e r , will 
its first b rea th be c l ea r , wil l it be 
healthy in all r e s p e c t s — a n d will its 
parents survive the birth? 

T h o s e ques t ions will be answered 
in due course , and in the only way 
that mat te rs : res ipsa loquitur—the 
t h i n g s p e a k s for i tself . T h e r e i s , 
surely, a powerful t empta t ion to ini­
t i a t e t h i s c o l u m n , a n d h e n c e t h e 
magaz ine itself, with a set of r inging 
p ronouncemen t s regard ing o u r inten­
t ions . But those in tent ions will e i ther 
be translated accurate ly in our pages , 
in which case stat ing them b e c o m e s 
s u p e r f l u o u s , o r t h e y wi l l n o t , in 
which case s tat ing them is idle . 

Y e t C l i o , the m u s e o f h i s t o r y , 
hovers ove r m y shoulder as I wri te . I 
try vainly to d ismiss her , I p lead that 
I want merely to wri te a s if this were 
the fiftieth i ssue of M O M E N T , not 
the first, but she will not l eave . I re­
call a pho tograph of the first editorial 
board of Der Moment, the W a r s a w 
Yiddish daily whose n a m e w e have 
taken for ourse lves . Ten m e n , impres ­

sively bearded , in a W a r s a w w o o d , 
stiff and ser ious before the pho tog­
r a p h e r , a p i c t u r e of o u r g r a n d ­
fathers. I see even the pho tographer , 
smell faintly the p o w d e r of his flash. 

Der Moment b e c a m e a m a s s -
c i r c u l a t i o n n e w s p a p e r , a n d l i v e d 
until it was murdered toge ther with 
Pol ish J e w r y . Its first c rusade was 
aga in s t a b o y c o t t of J e w i s h s to res 
that threatened Jewish safety in W a r ­
saw, and the pho to shows a minyan 
of e d i t o r s w h o s e e m p r e o c c u p i e d , 
aware of their role not only in jou r ­
nal ism but also in his tory. 

As are w e . His tory runs in two di­
rec t ions , future as well as past . W e 
now know th ings the edi tors of Der 
Moment d id no t k n o w , c o u l d not 
have k n o w n . T h e wors t possibil i t ies 
are n o w m e m o r i e s for u s . But the 
bes t , the very best poss ibi l i t ies are 
also now part of our wor ld , we can 
touch them and k n o w they are not 
imag in ings . W e k n o w that in spite of 
all the actual t r aumas and in spite of 
all the horrific p red ic t ions , there is a 
t ide running a m o n g the J e w s that is 
rich with p romise . It is that t ide that 
has g iven us the courage to create a 
new m a g a z i n e , to take for ourse lves 
a new manda t e . 

W e bel ieve that honesty and excel ­
lence c a n , yet , b e c o m e the w a y s of 
o u r c o m m u n i t y , and M O M E N T is 
t h e p r o d u c t o f t ha t be l ie f , MO­
MENT is, above all e l se , an invita­
t ion: an invitat ion to take Jewish pos ­
s i b i l i t i e s s e r i o u s l y (bu t no t s o m ­
be r ly ) ; an inv i ta t ion to i nqu i ry , to 
learn ing , to l i terature , to Jewish life 

r ichly conce ived . For that reason , no 
aspect of Jewish life is alien to us . 
And for that reason , as wel l , no ' ' es­
tabl ished verity is outs ide the scope 
of our critical conce rn . T h e image of 
the sacred cow is d rawn from another 
re l igion, not our o w n . 

T h e r e is so m u c h m o r e t o 
s a y — a b o u t the even ing the idea for 
MOMENT first h a p p e n e d , about the 
changes in its concept ion since that 
even ing , about the men and w o m e n 
w h o caught the exc i tement ear ly , and 
chose to he lp m a k e the idea a real i ty , 
about our hopes that MOMENT will 
encourage deba te , will he lp raise the 
quali ty of the c o m m u n i t y , will not be 
" j u s t ano ther m a g a z i n e . " But C l io 
has , happ i ly , left me alone n o w , and 
I vastly prefer to wri te for the reader 
ra ther than for the doctoral s tudent 
w h o fifty y e a r s f rom n o w will be 
d o i n g r e sea r ch on the top ic " T h e 
First Y e a r s of MOMENT and H o w 
it Helped Shape and Nur tu re , Protect 
and Defend Jewish Life and Br ing 
Us to o u r Present Happy S t a t e . " 

Wri t ing for the reader , there is this 
to say: Peop le ta i lor their aspi ra t ions 
to fit their sense of possibi l i ty . W e 
intend and expect that MOMENT will 
he lp raise the sense of Jewish pos­
sibil i ty, hence a lso raise Jewish aspi ­
ra t ions . Unti l that happy t ime when we 
learn once more that w e can , if we 
wil l , tai lor our possibi l i t ies to fit our 
highest asp i ra t ions . 

As we like to say here , all the rest 
is MOMENT. 

Leonard Fein 

T 
Mhis, the first MOMENT, is an over­

size i ssue , one of t w o we will b e pub­
lishing each year . O u r second will be 
publ ished on July 1, and we will begin 
regular month ly publ icat ion on Sep ­
tember 1. (MOMENT will appear ten 
t imes each year . ) 

W e w e l c o m e c o m m e n t on our arti­
c les , and , beg inn ing wi th our next 
issue, we will include a " L e t t e r s " sec­
t ion. 

A w o r d a b o u t o u r s p o n s o r s h i p . 
MOMENT is an independent m a g a z i n e . 
The g r o u p of people w h o have in­
vested in MOMENT is quite d ive r se , 
and represents no s ingle ideological 
p o s i t i o n — s a v e , of cour se , for a c o m ­
mi tment to Jewish life. M o r e o v e r , the 
structure of our enterpr ise guaran tees 
a b s o l u t e ed i to r i a l a u t o n o m y to the 
edi tors — w h o themse lves are not al­
w a y s in agreement about the major 
issues of Jewish life. W e are , in a 
sense , a j ou rna l of op in ions , which 

means that we do not necessari ly agree 
w i th the v i e w s that a p p e a r in o u r 
pages . O u r cr i ter ion for publ i sh ing an 
article of op in ion , when we d o , is that 
it dese rves to be read, and d i scussed . 
And that is because our central pu r ­
pose is to enrich the life of our c o m ­
m u n i t y . W e e s c h e w l a b e l s ; o t h e r s 
m a y , if they are so incl ined, assign 
them to us . Tha t , of cour se , is their 
r ight . O u r s , and our pr iv i lege , is to 
offer as rich a diet of ideas and infor­
mat ion as we can . * 
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