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Let us r emember , let us r emember . For that is all we 
can d o for those young boys and girls w h o , on a sunny 
April day , 32 years ago , rose in the W a r s a w ghet to and 
made a despera te last bid to l i v e — o r at least d i e — a s 
free h u m a n be ings . 

T h e y were few. Mos t of the ghet to popula t ion of 
5 0 0 , 0 0 0 had already vanished into the death factories 
of Treb l inka . On ly some forty thousand were still 
a l ive. 

Let us r e m e m b e r all of them — all the six mi l l ion . 
T h o s e who took up a rms and fought but also those w h o 
did not , those w h o had the strength to resist but also 
those w h o chose to die in s i lence. For even the heroes 
per ished as vic t ims and even the vic t ims were heroes . 

The W a r s a w ghet to was but a s y m b o l . W h a t hap­
pened the re , happened e v e r y w h e r e . There were o the r 
J e w s , in o ther ghe t toes . They all shared the same fate. 
All were c o n d e m n e d by the execu t ioner not for what 
they had done but for what they were : J e w s . Old and 
y o u n g , r ich and poor , scholars and worke r s , beggars 
and d r eamer s , sages and ar t is ts—all were marked . And 
they were so m a n y that they could peop le an entire 
k i n g d o m w h i c h , indeed , they d id . The i r s was the 
K i n g d o m of Night . 

Forgot ten by mank ind , forsaken by G o d , they lived 
a lone , suffered a lone , fought a lone . Alone they faced 
migh ty legions — a m o n g the might ies t of all t ime . 
Alone — that is the key word , the haunt ing t h e m e . 
A l o n e — w i t h no all ies, no friends. Tota l ly , desperate ly 
a lone . 

Every underg round m o v e m e n t received financial 
he lp and mili tary ass is tance from special headquar te r s 
set up in L o n d o n . On ly the Jewish resis tance organiza­
tion received no th ing . Its m e m b e r s were the loneliest 
and saddest soldiers of the war . 

And they knew it. Read their appea ls , their let ters . 
R e a d the R i n g e l b l u m a rch ives , m i r a c u l o u s l y p re ­
served. The ghet to f ighters , mos t of them in their early 
twent ies and some of them in their t eens , lived and died 
with no i l lusions: they knew that for the outs ide world 
they were expendab l e . 

The i r pleas — to the All ies and their leaders , to the 
free world and its consc ience , to the Jews and their 
heart — leave one shiver ing. A single a i r -drop , a sin­
gle rescue at tempt would have shown them that their 

s t ruggle and their sacrifices were not in vain and that 
people — even if they could not effectively h e l p ' — a t 
least ca red . But nobody cared. 

It was April and the m o o d was festive in the sunny 
streets of W a r s a w . Enjoying the spr ing weather , many 
strollers went to watch the burning ghe t to : the mos t 
exci t ing spectacle in town. All o v e r the wor ld , Chr i s ­
t ians celebrated Easter and Jews observed Passover 
with song and prayer — as a lways . People a t tended 
theaters , concer t s , mov ie premieres ; not one d inner 
party was cancel led . Un in fo rmed? N o : three days after 
the start of the upris ing, reports about it were publ i shed 
in the N e w York Times and in every major Amer i can 
newspaper . Detai led accounts : the G e r m a n ons laugh t , 
the fierce Jewish res is tance , the step by step annihi la­
tion of the largest ghet to in E u r o p e . It was all there . In 
print. People had but to read. They paid no at tent ion. 
W a r s a w was too far. And the vict ims were J e w s . And 
a n y w a y , the priori t ies were e l sewhere . Roosevel t was 
busy fighting the w a r and so was Church i l l . Eve rybody 
was too busy to r e m e m b e r the handful of Jewish war­
riors who had turned every house in the ghet to into a 
fortress. Unbel ievable but t rue: the G e r m a n attack 
against the W a r s a w ghet to lasted longer than the initial 
invasion of sovereign Poland , with its a rmies and re­
sources . 

That the G e r m a n leadership w a s concerned and even 
worr ied , has been ascer ta ined. A frantic Gove rno r 
Genera l H a n s Frank d iscussed the upr is ing with his 
mili tary staff at an e m e r g e n c y mee t ing which had orig­
inally been scheduled to plan Hi t le r ' s bir thday celebra­
t ions . Goebbe l s noted in his diary that the Fuhre r was 
ex t remely dis turbed by the Jewish rebell ion and that he 
had asked to be kept constant ly advised of its deve lop­
men t s . N o w we real ize , wro te G o e b b e l s , what we 
could expect from Jews if they were a rmed . 

Unfortunately the impact was not as strong on the 
outs ide wor ld . O n April. 26 , as the insurrect ion entered 
its second w e e k , Mordecha i An ie lewicz , the young 
C o m m a n d e r - i n - C h i e f of the mos t ext raordinary a rmy 
in Jewish his tory, wrote a letter to a f r i end—Yi tzchak 
Z u c k e r m a n ( A n t e k ) — o n the Aryan s ide , a letter filled 
with prophet ic anger: 

" . . . For a week we have been involved in a life and 
death s t ruggle . O u r losses are e n o r m o u s , our end is 
imminent . . . But whi le we are in possess ion of a rms , 
we shall con t inue to resist . W e have rejected the Ger­
man u l t imatum to capi tulate because the e n e m y k n o w s 
no pity and we have no choice . . . As we feel o u r last 
days approach ing , we ask you to r e m e m b e r h o w we 
have been b e t r a y e d . " 

Y e s — t h e y were bet rayed. The world k n e w and kept 
s i lent . In those days and nights of des t iny , the sol i tude 
of the Jewish people was matched only by G o d ' s . W e 
let t hem d o w n . W e let them suffer a lone , fight a lone . 
And yet , and yet. They did not die a l o n e — n o t q u i t e — 
for someth ing of all of us died with t hem. * 
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